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Following the publication of the above paper, a concerned 
reader drew to the Editor’s attention that unexpected areas of 
similarity were noted in terms of the distribution of certain of 
the data featured for the ‘Control’ and the ‘0.1  μM ABZ’ 
panels in the flow cytometric experiments shown in Fig. 3B on 
p. 599, which were difficult to attribute to coincidence.

Following an internal enquiry, the Editor of Experimental 
and Therapeutic Medicine has been able to verify the claims 
made by the interested reader; therefore, in view of the 
abovementioned anomalies that were identified and owing to 
an overall lack of confidence in the presented data, the Editor 
has decided that the paper should be retracted from the Journal. 
The authors were contacted regarding these matters, and 
accepted the decision to retract this paper, with the exception 
of D.P., who proved not to be contactable. The Editor apologizes 
to the readership of the Journal for any inconvenience caused.
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