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regulating the expression of Bcl-2  family proteins and 
caspase-9 in a rabbit model of intervertebral disc 
degeneration
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Following the publication of the above paper, it was drawn to 
the Editor’s attention by a concerned reader that, regarding the 
flow cytometric plots shown in Fig. 3A on p. 260, three of the 
data panels appeared to show similar groupings of dots, which 
would not have been anticipated if these experiments had been 
performed discretely under different experimental conditions, 
suggesting a fundamental flaw either in the way in which these 
experiments were performed, or in how the results were 
outputted. Moreover, some of these flow cytometric data were 
strikingly similar to data that had already appeared in an 
another article written by different authors at different research 
institutes in Yonsei Medical Journal.

The Editor of Experimental and Therapeutic Medicine has 
decided that this paper should be retracted from the Journal on 
account of a lack of confidence in the presented data, and also 
given that these data had apparently been published previously. 
The authors were asked for an explanation to account for these 
concerns, but the Editorial Office did not receive a reply. The 
Editor apologizes to the readership for any inconvenience 
caused.

Copyright © 2025 Shi et al. This work is licensed under 
a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International 
(CC BY 4.0) License.

https://www.spandidos-publications.com/10.3892/etm.2025.12907

