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Following the publication of the above paper, a concerned 
reader drew to the Editor’s attention that the N‑cadherin blots 
featured in the western blots in Fig.  4C on p.  3540 were 
remarkably similar to blots that already under consideration 
for publication in the same journal (Experimental and 
Therapeutic Medicine) in an article written by different 
authors at a different research institute (albeit the city was the 
same). In addition, upon analyzing the data in this paper 
independently in the Editorial Office, it came to light that 
certain of the invasion assay data featured in Fig. 3D were also 
strikingly similar to data which appeared in another article 
written by different authors in the journal Bioscience Reports, 
which has subsequently been retracted.

Owing to the fact that the contentious data described above 
were already under consideration for publication at the time 
that this paper was submitted to Experimental and Therapeutic 
Medicine, the Editor has decided that this paper should be 
retracted from the Journal. After contacting the authors, they 
accepted the decision to retract the paper. The Editor apologizes 
to the readership for any inconvenience caused.
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