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Following the publication of the above paper, a concerned
reader has drawn the Editor's attention to the fact that this
paper contained data that were shared with another article
featuring several of the named authors in common that was
submitted during the same week of the same year to the journal
American Journal of Translational Research. Specifically,
various of the data panels showing the results of histological/
immunohistochemical experiments in Figs. 2 and 3 on p. 2616
were also featured in the other paper, sometimes apparently to
show the same experimental results, although not universally
so. In addition, an overlapping panel of data was noted
comparing Fig. 2B with the “HE staining / BAPN+AngII”
data panel in Fig. 3, suggesting that these data were derived
from the same original source. A further aspect of potential
concern regarded the identification of tabulated data in Tables I
and II of the above paper that were identical to data reported in
the American Journal of Translational Research paper.

After having conducted an independent investigation of
this paper in the Editorial Office, the Editor of Experimental
and Therapeutic Medicine has determined that it should be
retracted from the Journal on account of a lack of confidence
in the authenticity of the presented data. The authors were
asked for an explanation to account for these concerns, but the
Editorial Office did not receive a reply. The Editor regrets any
inconvenience that has been caused to the readership of the
Journal.
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