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following the publication of this paper, the authors realized 
that they had made an error in assembling the data shown 
in fig. 6B on p. 2455, and requested the publication of a 
corrigendum to rectify this error. however, following an 
independent investigation of the data published in this paper 
made by the Editorial Office, it was noted that one set of the 
immunofluorescence assay images shown in Fig. 4a appeared 
to be strikingly similar to data appearing in different form in a 
paper published previously in the journal BMC Medicine by 
different authors at different research institutes [jing Y‑Y, 
han Z‑P, Sun K, Zhang S‑S, hou j, liu Y, li r, gao l, Zhao X, 
Zhao Q‑d et al: tanshinone iia reduces SW837 colorectal 
cancer cell viability via the promotion of mitochondrial fission 
by activating jnK‑mff signaling pathways. Bmc medicine 10: 
98, 2012].

owing to the fact that the abovementioned data in fig. 4a 
had already been published prior to its submission to 
International Journal of Molecular Medicine, the editor has 
chosen to decline the authors' request to publish a corrigendum, 
and decided that this paper should be retracted from the 
journal instead. after having been in contact with the authors, 
they accepted the decision to retract the paper. the editor 
apologizes to the readership for any inconvenience caused.
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