
INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF MOLECULAR MEDICINE  58:  283,  2026

EXPRESSION OF CONCERN

DOI: 10.3892/ijmm.2026.5954

Exogenous spermine attenuates diabetic kidney injury in 
rats by inhibiting AMPK/mTOR signaling pathway

XINYING ZHANG, LI ZHANG, ZHE CHEN, SIWEI LI, 
BINGBING CHE, NINGNING WANG, JUNTING CHEN, 
CHANGQING XU and CAN WEI

Int J Mol Med 47: 27, 2021; DOI: 10.3892/ijmm.2021.4860

Following the publication of the above paper, it was drawn to 
the Editor's attention by an interested reader that the CD‑2AP 
and podocin protein blots shown in Fig.  3A on p.  6 were 
strikingly similar, suggesting that the same data had apparently 
been used to represent the two different proteins.

The authors have been contacted by the Editorial Office to 
offer an explanation for the apparent duplication of data in this 
figure, and we are awaiting their response. Owing to the fact 
that the Editorial Office has been made aware of potential 
issues surrounding the scientific integrity of this paper, we are 
issuing an Expression of Concern to notify readers of this 
potential problem while the Editorial Office continues to 
investigate this matter further. 
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