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Following the publication of the above paper, it was drawn to
the Editor's attention by a concerned reader that the p38 blots
shown in the western blots in Fig. 2C on p. 1698 were strikingly
similar to the data shown for the -actin blots in Fig. 2A and C
after vertical resizing. After analyzing the data in this paper
independently in the Editorial Office, it also came to light that
the four sets of f-actin blots featured in Figs. 2 and 3 were
apparently the same (even though the experimental conditions
may have been the same in these figure parts); in addition, the
control blots in Fig. 2A and C were apparently the same as
certain of the blots shown in Fig. 6A and 7A (and in this case,
the experimental conditions, according to the labelling of the
figures, were reported to be different).

The authors have been contacted by the Editorial Office to
offer an explanation for the apparent incorrect assembly of
data in Figs. 2 and 3, and potentially Figs. 6 and 7, and we are
awaiting their response. Owing to the fact that the Editorial
Office has been made aware of potential issues surrounding
the scientific integrity of this paper, we are issuing an
Expression of Concern to notify readers of this potential
problem while the Editorial Office continues to investigate this
matter further.
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