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Following the publication of the above article, a concerned 
reader drew to the Editor’s attention that, regarding the western 
blots shown in Fig. 4A on p. 9632, there was a possible break 
in the continuity of the gel slice representing the β‑actin bands 
in this figure, such that the protein bands were not shown 
consecutively as they would have appeared in the affected gel 
slice.

After having conducted an internal investigation, it became 
apparent that other western blots were potentially affected by 
the same issue (for example, the data shown in Fig. 4C). The 
Editor of Molecular Medicine Reports therefore shares the 
reader’s concern that, beyond reasonable doubt, there were 
anomalies associated with the presentation of the western blot 
data in Fig. 4, and on the grounds of a lack of confidence in the 
presented data, the Editor has decided that the article should 
be retracted from the publication. The authors were asked for 
an explanation to account for these concerns, but the Editorial 
Office did not receive a reply. The Editor apologizes to the 
readership for any inconvenience caused, and we also thank 
the reader for bringing this matter to our attention.
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