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Following the publication of this paper, it was drawn to the 
Editor’s attention by a concerned reader that several of the 
flow cytometric plots featured in Fig. 2C on p. 7904 contained 
apparently repeating patterns of dots, both vertically and 
horizontally, which were markedly more similar than might 
have been expected.

After making an internal assessment of these data in the 
Editorial Office, he Editor of Molecular Medicine Reports has 
decided that this paper should be retracted from the journal on 
account of a lack of confidence in the presented data. The 
authors were asked for an explanation to account for these 
concerns, but the Editorial Office did not receive a reply. The 
Editor apologizes to the readership for any inconvenience 
caused.
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