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Following the publication of the above paper, it was drawn to 
the Editor’s attention by a concerned reader that the 
p16  antibody that the authors reported to have used for the 
western blot experiment shown in Fig. 1C (cat. no. ab51243) is 
specific for the protein known as P16 ARC (or ARPC5), not 
the apoptosis‑associated protein p16INK4a, as was intended. 

The authors were contacted by the Editorial Office to offer 
an explanation for the apparent selection of an unsuitable 
antibody in this paper, and although they have replied, they 
have been unable to present the proof of purchase of the 
antibody in question given the lengthy time period that has 
elapsed since this study was published. Therefore, owing to the 
fact that the Editorial Office has been made aware of potential 
issues surrounding the scientific integrity of this paper, we are 
issuing an Expression of Concern to notify readers of this 
potential problem.
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