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Following the publication of this paper, it was drawn to the
authors’ attention by an interested reader that certain tumour
images featured in Fig. 4A of the above paper had apparently
been copied and re-inserted within the Figure itself.
Furthermore, other features associated with the tumour images
presented in this Figure bore strong similarities with tumour
images in a number of other figures published in different
Journals by different authors from different institutions.

The Editor asked the authors for an explanation to account
for the appearance of strikingly similar data in their paper
independently; however, our enquiries failed to elicit any reply
from the authors. Therefore, the Editor has decided to retract
this paper from Oncology Letters based on the serious
anomalies identified in Fig. 4 without having received a
response from the authors. The Editor apologizes to the
readership for any inconvenience caused.
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