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Abstract. The role of GAS6 antisense RNA 1 (GAS6‑AS1) 
in clear cell renal cell carcinoma (ccRCC) remains unclear. 
The aim of the present study was to investigate the role and 
molecular mechanisms of GAS6‑AS1 in the progression of 
ccRCC. GAS6‑AS1 was found to be upregulated in ccRCC 
tissues and cell lines, and patients with high GAS6‑AS1 
expression levels exhibited a poor prognosis. Small interfering 
(si)RNA GAS6‑AS1 inhibited the activity, colony formation, 
invasiveness and glycolysis of OSRC‑2 and SW839 cells, 
while GAS6‑AS1 overexpression promoted these functions. 
Moreover, si‑GAS6‑AS1 increased the phosphorylation level 
of AMP‑activated protein kinase (AMPK) and decreased 
that of mTOR, as well as decreasing proliferating cell nuclear 
antigen (PCNA), MMP‑2 and hexokinase‑2 (HK2) expres‑
sion, which were reversed by inhibiting AMPK or mTOR. In 
addition, the silencing of GAS6‑AS1 suppressed the growth of 
xenografted tumors and attenuated the expression of PCNA, 
MMP‑2 and HK2 in tumor tissues. These findings conclude 
that GAS6‑AS1 regulated the proliferation, invasiveness and 
glycolysis of ccRCC cells by regulating the AMPK/mTOR 
signaling pathway, and suggest that GAS6‑AS1 may be a 
potential therapeutic target for ccRCC.

Introduction

Renal cell carcinoma (RCC) is the most common malignant 
tumor of the kidney, accounting for 2‑3% of all malignant 
tumors in adults (1). Clear cell renal cell carcinoma (ccRCC) is 

the most common and malignant subtype of RCC, accounting 
for 75‑80% of RCC cases (2). Radical nephrectomy is the 
primary and most effective treatment for ccRCC. However, the 
recurrence rate after treatment is high, and the prognosis is 
poor (3). Therefore, it is paramount to elucidate the molecular 
mechanisms underlying the occurrence and development of 
ccRCC, and to identify early diagnostic molecular markers 
and new therapeutic targets.

LncRNAs are the most highly‑researched type of 
non‑coding RNA in mammals, and play important roles 
in various biological processes (4,5). The expression of 
lncRNA is tissue‑specific and influences cell cycle regula‑
tion, cellular proliferation, the immune response and cellular 
pluripotency (6‑8). Notably, some lncRNAs are associated 
with the regulation of multiple tumor‑related pathways in 
the occurrence and development of tumors (9,10). With 
the rapid development of biotechnology, lncRNAs have 
shown promise as treatments and novel targets for cancer 
therapy (11,12). In ccRCC, the downregulation of lncRNA 
FOXO induced long non‑coding RNA 1 (FILNC1) inhibited 
apoptosis induced by energy deficit, promoting cellular prolif‑
eration (13). Furthermore, lncRNA HOX transcript antisense 
RNA (HOTAIR) was found to promote the development of 
ccRCC through the microRNA (miR)‑217/hypoxia‑inducible 
factor 1α/AXL signaling pathway (14), and lncRNA colon 
cancer associated transcript 1 was found to promote cellular 
proliferation and invasiveness by regulating Wnt/β‑catenin 
signaling in ccRCC (15). LncRNA metastatic renal cell carci‑
noma‑associated transcript 1 promoted metastasis in ccRCC 
by activating the p38 MAPK signaling pathway (16). 

GAS6 antisense RNA 1 (GAS6‑AS1) is an antisense 
RNA downstream of GAS6, located on human chromo‑
some 13q34 (17). GAS6‑AS1 is reportedly highly expressed 
in hepatocellular carcinoma and gastric cancer, where it 
plays an oncogenic role (17,18). However, to the best of our 
knowledge, there are few studies on the relationship between 
GAS6‑AS1 and ccRCC. Thus the biological effects and 
possible mechanisms of GAS6‑AS1 in ccRCC require further 
clarification.

As an important nodal molecule in cellular metabolism, 
AMP‑activated protein kinase (AMPK) plays a key role 
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in regulating energy balance and maintaining ATP/AMP 
concentrations (19). Studies have found that AMPK kinase can 
directly or indirectly affect various downstream signaling path‑
ways of AMPK, regulating intracellular oxidative stress (20), 
autophagy (21), proliferation (22), apoptosis (23) and mitochon‑
drial function (24). Moreover, numerous reports have shown 
a reciprocal relationship between GAS6 and AMPK (25,26). 
Consequently, we hypothesized that GAS6‑AS1 may affect 
the proliferation, invasiveness and glycolysis of RCC cells by 
influencing the activity of AMPK.

In the present study, The Cancer Genome Atlas (TCGA) 
database analysis indicated that GAS6‑AS1 was highly 
expressed in ccRCC. At the same time, experimental results 
showed that the expression of GAS6‑AS1 in ccRCC tissues 
and cells was significantly higher than that in adjacent‑normal 
tissues and non‑ccRCC cells, respectively, and was negatively 
associated with poor prognosis in patients with ccRCC. On 
this basis, the effects of GAS6‑AS1 on the proliferation, inva‑
sion, glycolysis and activity of AMPK kinase in ccRCC were 
investigated both in vitro and in vivo.

Materials and methods

Tissue samples. The ccRCC and adjacent‑normal tissue 
samples (at least 2 cm from the tumor margins) were 
obtained from 40 patients (30 males and 10 females, aged 
from 45 to 65 years) with ccRCC between June 2017 and 
September 2018 in the Second Hospital of Tianjin Medical 
University (Tianjin, China), and immediately stored in 
liquid nitrogen. The inclusion criteria were: i) Patients with 
ccRCC confirmed by pathology, ii) suitable formalin‑fixed, 
paraffin‑embedded tissue specimens and iii) patients under‑
going surgical resection. Exclusion criteria were as follows: 
i) Any treatment within 3 months before admission and 
ii) complications of other malignancies. All patients were 
followed up for 5 years. The present study was approved by 
the Second Hospital of Tianjin Medical University Ethics 
Committee [approval no. SYXK (JIN) 2019‑0004], and patient 
consent was sought prior to surgery. Oral informed consent 
was obtained from all patients, and written consents were 
signed by all patients.

Dataset analysis. Gene Expression Profiling Interactive 
Analysis (GEPIA) (http://gepia.cancer‑pku.cn/index.html) 
were used to analyze the expression of PIG11 mRNA in 
GC. GEPIA is a newly developed interactive web server for 
analyzing the RNA sequencing expression data of 9,736 tumors 
and 8,587 normal samples from TCGA and the GTEx projects, 
using a standard processing pipeline (27).

Cell culture. ccRCC cell lines (OSRC‑2, Caki‑1, SN12‑PM6, 
A498 and SW839) and normal renal HK‑2 cells were obtained 
from the American Type Culture Collection, and cultured in 
RPMI‑1640 medium containing 10% fetal bovine serum and 
0.01% Penicillin‑Streptomycin. The cells were maintained 
in an incubator (37˚C) with 5% CO2, and were passaged at 
80‑90% confluence. The medium was replaced every 2 days. 

Transfection. GAS6‑AS1‑specific small interfering RNA 
(si‑GAS6‑AS1#1, 3'‑GAA ATA CAT UAC AGA GGA AAT‑5'; 

si‑GAS6‑AS1#2 3'‑GAA CCT GAA CGC TTA ATT AUU‑5'), 
siRNA negative control (si‑NC, 3'‑CUA CAA CAG CCA 
CAA CGU CTT‑5'), pcDNA3.1‑GAS6‑AS1 (GAS6‑AS1) and 
the empty vector pcDNA3.1 (vector) were purchased from 
Shanghai GenePharma Co., Ltd. Si‑NC was used as the control 
for si‑GAS6AS1 transfection, and ‘vector’ was used as the 
control for GAS6AS1 overexpression. Cells in the logarithmic 
growth phase were counted and seeded into 24‑well culture 
plates, and recultured until reaching ~60‑70% confluent. 
Then, the cells were transfected with si‑GAS6‑AS1, si‑NC, 
GAS6‑AS1 or vector at 37˚C for 6 h using Lipofectamine® 3000 
(Thermo Fisher Scientific, Inc.) per the manufacturer's instruc‑
tions; siRNAs were used at a concentration of 100 nM, and the 
mass of vectors was 2 µg. Reverse transcription‑quantitative 
polymerase chain reaction (RT‑qPCR) was used to verify 
transfection efficiency after 24 h.

Compound C was purchased from Calbiochem; Merck 
KGaA. mhy1485 was obtained from Sigma‑Aldrich; Merck 
KGaA. After transfection, cells were treated with 40 µM 
compound C or mhy1485 for 24 h at room temperature.

Cell Counting Kit‑8 (CCK‑8) assay. After transfection for 
24, 48 or 72 h, the medium was discarded, a mixture of 
90 µl medium and 10 µl CCK‑8 reagent (Beyotime insti‑
tute of Biotechnology) was added to each well, and the 
cells were incubated at 37˚C for 1 h. The absorbance value 
at 450 nm was measured using a microplate reader (Bio‑Rad 
Laboratories, Inc.).

Colony formation assay. After transfection for 24 h, the cells 
were harvested and resuspended in culture medium, prior 
to seeding at ~1,000 cells per culture dish. The proliferation 
status of the cells was observed every day until visible cell 
colonies were present. Subsequently, 5 ml 4% paraformalde‑
hyde was added to each culture dish to fix the cells for 2 h. After 
washing twice with PBS, the cells were incubated with 0.1% 
crystal violet staining solution for 20 min at room temperature 
(20±5˚C), and then slowly washed with water. Images were 
captured under an inverted microscope (magnification, x100).

Transwell assay. Matrigel was diluted to 1 mg/ml with 
precooled serum‑free medium; 100 µl Matrigel (EMD 
Millipore) was added to the lower chamber of the Transwell 
inserts, and then incubated at 37˚C for 1 h. After culturing for 
24 h in serum‑free medium, the cells were collected and added 
to the upper chamber, and medium containing 20% FBS was 
added to the lower chamber. After 24 h, the inserts were washed 
twice with PBS and fixed with 100% methanol for 10 min at 
room temperature. Then, the cells in the upper chamber were 
removed with cotton swabs, and the remaining cells were 
stained with 0.1% crystal violet solution for 20 min at room 
temperature. The cells were counted under a light microscope 
(magnification, x50). At least 5 random fields were observed, 
from which the average value was recorded.

RT‑qPCR. Total RNA was extracted from the tissues and cells 
using the minimal universal RNA Extraction Kit (Takara Bio, 
Inc.,). The purity and yield of total RNA were determined by 
measuring the absorbance values at 260 and 280 nm, and the 
ratio of A280/260 was 1.8/2.1. The PrimeScript™ RT Master 
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Mix kit (Takara Bio, Inc.,) was used for one‑step reverse 
transcription per the following conditions: 37˚C for 15 min, 
and 85˚C for 5 sec. qPCR was performed using SYBR Premix 
EX taq™ II (Promega Corporation) on the LightCycler 96 
system (Roche Diagnostics). U6 was used as the internal 
reference gene. The reaction conditions were 42˚C for 30 sec, 
95˚C for 10 sec, 95˚C for 5 sec, and 60˚C for 30 sec, for a 
total of 45 cycles. The results were calculated using the 2‑ΔΔCq 

method (12). The following primers were synthesized by 
Sangon Biotech (Shanghai) Co., Ltd.: GAS6‑AS1, forward 
5'‑ATG CAA GGA CGG AAC CAC ACC T‑3' and reverse 5'‑GCA 
GAG GTT TCT GTC TCC ATC G‑3'; U6, forward 5‑CTC GCT 
TCG GCA GCA CA‑3' and reverse 5'‑AAC GCT TCA CGA ATT 
TGC GT‑3'.

Glucose uptake, lactate production and ATP production 
assays. Glucose content, lactate production and ATP level were 
detected with the corresponding ELISA kits from Nanjing 
Jiangcheng Bioengineering Institute (28). For glucose uptake 
(cat. no. F006‑1‑1), after transfection, the cells were seeded into 
a 6‑well plate at a density of 3x105/ml, and cultured in a 37˚C 
incubator for 48 h. The supernatant was collected and mixed 
with the working solution at the ratio of 1:100. After incuba‑
tion at 37˚C for 15 min, 100 µl/well supernatant was added to a 
96‑well plate, and the absorbance value was detected at 505 nm 
using a microplate reader (Bio‑Rad Laboratories, Inc.). The 
0‑h reading was used as the background value. The protein 
concentration was determined using a BCA Protein Assay Kit 
(Beyotime Institute of Biotechnology), and glucose concentra‑
tion was determined using the following formula: (Background 
concentration‑determination concentration)/sample protein 
concentration.

For lactate production (cat. no. A121‑1‑1), 3x105 cells were 
seeded into a 6‑well plate and cultured for 48 h at 37˚C. The 
lactate content in the cells and media were detected. The cells 
were lysed on ice by ultrasonic fragmentation (45 kHz for 3 sec, 
and stopped for 2 sec), and the supernatants were harvested by 
centrifugation (8,050 x g) at 4˚C for 10 min. Lactate production 
was measured in the supernatants according to the manufac‑
turer's instructions, and absorbance was measured at 565 nm 
using a microplate reader (Bio‑Rad Laboratories, Inc.). Finally, 
the protein concentration was determined using a BCA kit 
(Beyotime Institute of Biotechnology) to calibrate the lactate 
production value in each group. The method of quantification 
was as follows: Determination concentration/sample protein 
concentration.

To determine the ATP level (cat. no. A095‑1‑1), 3x105 cells 
were seeded into a 6‑well plate and cultured at 37˚C for 
48 h. The ATP levels in the cells and media were detected. 
Ultrasonic fragmentation was used to obtain cell homogenates 
as aforementioned, and the homogenates were centrifuged 
at 8,050 x g for 10 min at 4˚C. The ATP level in the supernatant 
was detected using a microplate reader (Bio‑Rad Laboratories, 
Inc.) according to manufacturer's recommendations at an 
absorbance value of 636 nm.

Xenograft tumor experiment. Male BALB/c‑nude mice (n=12, 
15‑20 g, 4‑weeks old) were purchased from Shanghai Lab. 
Animal Research Center. All the nude mice were housed 
at 25˚C with relative humidity of 45‑55% and 12‑h light/dark 

cycle (lights turned on at 8:00 a.m every day and turned off at 
8:00 p.m. The illumination was adjusted for 12 h. Mice were 
free access to food and water. GAS6‑AS1 short hairpin RNA 
(sh‑GAS6‑AS1, 5'‑GGA ATG CAG CTG AAA GAT TCC‑3') and 
scrambled sh‑Control (sh‑NC, 5'‑UUU CCG AAC GUG UCA 
CGU dTd T‑3') were synthesized by Shanghai GenePharma 
Co., Ltd. Sh‑GAS6‑AS1 (50 mM) or sh‑NC (50 mM) was 
transfected into OSRC‑2 cells using Lipofectamine® 2000 
reagent (Thermo Fisher Scientific, Inc.) for 12 h at 37˚C. 
Subsequent experiments were performed 24 h after trans‑
fection. Cells in the logarithmic phase were collected and 
resuspended in 1 ml PBS. The mice were then subcutane‑
ously injected with 200 µl cell suspension (1x107 cells) at 
the axilla (29‑31). The mice were observed every 7 days, and 
the tumor weight and volume were recorded. After 35 days, 
the mice were euthanized with intraperitoneal injections of 
pentobarbital sodium (120 mg/kg), and the xenograft tumors 
was dissected, weighed, photographed and stored for further 
analysis. All animal‑related experiments were carried out 
to meet the requirements of the Animal Ethics Committee 
of the Second Hospital of Tianjin Medical University. The 
animal protocols were approved by the Animal Care and 
Use Committee of the Second Hospital of Tianjin Medical 
University [SYXK (JIN) 2019‑0004].

Immunohistochemistry. Mouse tumor samples were used to 
prepare 4‑µm paraffin‑embedded sections. After dewaxing, 
the slices were immersed in citrate antigen repair solu‑
tion (pH=6). After boiling, the slices were cooled to room 
temperature; the boiling and cooling procedure was repeated 
three times. After washing the slices 3 times with PBS, 
excess liquid was removed with filter paper, and then a circle 
was drawn around the tissue with histochemical pen. Next, 
the tissues were blocked with 5% goat serum (Beyotime 
Institute of Biotechnology) for 40 min at room temperature. 
After washing 3 times with PBS, the tissues were incubated 
for 1 h at 37˚C with anti‑proliferating cell nuclear antigen 
(PCNA) (1:4,000; cat. no. ab18197,), anti‑hexokinase‑2 
(HK2) (1:250; cat. no. ab104836) and anti‑MMP2 (1:100; 
cat. no. ab235167) antibodies (all Abcam). After washing 
3 times with PBS, the tissues were incubated for 30 min at 37˚ 
with an HRP‑conjugated goat anti‑rabbit antibody (Abcam, 
cat. no. ab6721; 1:100) or HRP‑conjugated goat anti‑mouse 
antibody (Abcam, cat. no. ab6721; 1:250), and then washed 
with PBS once again. The tissues were then incubated with 
DAB solution in dark for 8 min at room temperature, and 
washed again before staining with hematoxylin for 5 min 
at room temperature. After washing, the stained slices were 
dehydrated in an ascending series of ethanol concentrations 
(70, 80, 90 and 100% ethanol; 5 min each), and sealed with 
neutral resin. Images of three areas per section were captured 
using an optical microscope (magnification, x200). 

Western blotting. Cells were lysed and total protein was 
extracted using RIPA reagent (Beyotime Institute of 
Biotechnology). A BCA Protein Assay Kit was used to detect 
protein concentration, and the concentration was adjusted to 
the same level in each sample. The protein samples (20 µg per 
lane) were mixed with 5X loading buffer and boiled at 100˚C 
for 5 min, followed by separation via 12% SDS‑PAGE, and 
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transfer to PVDF membranes. The membranes were blocked 
at room temperature for 2 h with 5% skimmed milk, and 
then incubated overnight at 4˚C with the corresponding 
primary antibodies. After washing 3 times with PBST, the 
membranes were incubated for 2 h at room temperature with 
the corresponding secondary antibody. After washing 3 more 
times with PBST (with 0.1% Tween‑20), the membranes were 
incubated with ECL reagent (Thermo Fisher Scientific, Inc.), 
and the gray value of the bands was determined using ImageJ 
software version 1.8.0 (National Institutes of Health). All anti‑
bodies [anti‑p‑AMPK (cat. no. ab92701; 1:1,000), anti‑AMPK 
(cat. no. ab79885; 1:1,000), anti‑p‑mTOR (cat. no. ab84400; 
1:1,000), anti‑mTOR (cat. no. ab2732, 1:1,000), anti‑PCNA 
(cat. no. ab18197; 1:1,000), anti‑MMP2 (cat. no. ab92536; 
1:1,000), anti‑HK2 (cat. no. ab104836; 1:1,000) and 
anti‑GAPDH (cat. no. ab9485; 1:2,000)] were obtained from 
Abcam. Expression levels were normalized to that of GAPDH.

Statistical analysis. All data were analyzed using GraphPad 
prism 6 (GraphPad Software, Inc.), and are expressed as the 
mean ± SD. Multiple comparisons were performed by one‑way 
ANOVA followed by Tukey's post hoc test, and pairwise 
comparisons were performed using paired t‑test (Fig. 1) and 
unpaired t‑test was used (Figs. 3 and 5). Kaplan‑Meier analysis 
and log‑rank test were used to perform survival analyses. 

P<0.05 was considered to indicate a statistically significant 
difference.

Results

GAS6‑AS1 is highly expressed in ccRCC tissues and cell 
lines. The ccRCC data collected from TCGA (523 tumor 
tissues and 100 adjacent‑normal kidney tissues) were analyzed 
with R software. The results showed that the expression of 
GAS6‑AS1 in tumor tissues was significantly higher than that 
in adjacent‑normal kidney tissues (Fig. 1A). The results were 
verified by RT‑qPCR, which was used to detect the expression 
of GAS6‑AS1 in ccRCC tissues and matched normal kidney 
tissues. The results indicated that the expression of GAS6‑AS1 
in carcinoma tissues was higher than that in adjacent‑normal 
renal tissues (Fig. 1B). Moreover, the expression of GAS6‑AS1 
in ccRCC cell lines (OSRC‑2, Caki‑1, SN12‑PM6, A498 
and SW839) was higher than that in normal renal tubular 
epithelial cells (HK‑2; Fig. 1C). Finally, the OSRC‑2 and 
SW839 cell lines, with the highest relative expression levels of 
GAS6‑AS1, were selected for further experiments. The effect 
of GAS6‑AS1 expression on overall survival was assessed 
by Kaplan‑Meier analysis. The results demonstrated that the 
prognosis of patients with high GAS6‑AS1 expression was 
significantly lower than that of patients with low expression 

Figure 1. GAS6‑AS1 is highly expressed in ccRCC tissues and cells. (A) Analysis of The Cancer Genome Atlas database (http://gepia.cancer‑pku.cn/) showed 
that the expression of GAS6‑AS1 was significantly increased in ccRCC. Expression of GAS6‑AS1 in (B) 40 pairs of ccRCC and adjacent tissues, as well as 
(C) human ccRCC cell lines (OSRC‑2, CAKI‑1, SN12‑PM6, A498, and SW839) and human normal kidney cells (HK‑2) was detected by RT‑qPCR. (D) Median 
expression value of GAS6‑AS1 in the 80 cases in (B) was used as the cut‑off value to evaluate the relationship between GAS6‑AS1 and overall survival rate in 
ccRCC. *P<0.05 vs. normal tissues. **P<0.01 and ***P<0.001 vs. HK‑2 cells. GAS6‑AS1, GAS6 antisense RNA 1; ccRCC, clear cell renal cell carcinoma; KIRC, 
kidney renal clear cell carcinoma; T, tumour; N, normal; RT‑q, reverse transcription‑quantitative; NC, negative control.
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Figure 2. GAS6‑AS1‑knockdown inhibits the proliferation, invasiveness and glycolysis of ccRCC cells. (A) Transfection efficiency of GAS6‑AS1 was detected 
by reverse transcription‑quantitative PCR. (B) OSRC‑2 and SW839 cell viability was determined by Cell Counting Kit 8 analysis at 24, 48 and 72 h. (C) OSRC‑2 
and SW839 cell colony formation capacity was detected by colony formation assay. (D) OSRC‑2 and SW839 cell invasiveness was detected by Transwell assay. 
(E) Glucose consumption, lactic acid production and ATP production were measured by ELISA in OSRC‑2 and SW839 cells. (F) Protein levels of PCNA, 
MMP2 and HK2 were examined by western blotting. **P<0.01 and ***P<0.001 vs. the si‑NC group. GAS6‑AS1, GAS6 antisense RNA 1; ccRCC, clear cell renal 
cell carcinoma; PCNA, proliferating cell nuclear antigen; HK2, hexokinase‑2; si, small interfering (RNA); NC, negative control.
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(Fig. 1D). The results indicated that GAS6‑AS1 might be an 
oncogene in ccRCC.

GAS6‑AS1‑knockdown inhibits the proliferation, inva‑
siveness and glycolysis of ccRCC cells. In order to 

investigate the biological functions of GAS6‑AS1 in ccRCC, 
GAS6‑AS1‑knockdown cells (OSRC‑2 and SW839) were 
constructed using small interfering RNAs. The results 
indicated that expression of GAS6‑AS1 was significantly 
decreased in the si‑GAS6‑AS1 groups (Fig. 2A). The results 

Figure 3. Overexpression of GAS6‑AS1 promotes the proliferation, invasiveness and glycolysis of ccRCC cells. (A) Transfection efficiency of the GAS6‑AS1 
expression plasma was detected by reverse transcription‑quantitative PCR. (B) Cell Counting Kit 8 analysis was used to detect the viability of OSRC‑2 and 
SW839 cells at 24, 48 and 72 h. (C) OSRC‑2 and SW839 cell colony formation capacity was assessed by colony formation assay. (D) OSRC‑2 and SW839 cell 
invasiveness was assessed by Transwell assay. (E) Glucose consumption, lactic acid production and ATP production were measured by ELISA in OSRC‑2 
and SW839 cells. (F) Protein levels of PCNA, MMP2 and HK2 were examined by western blotting in OSRC‑2 and SW839 cells. **P<0.01 vs. and ***P<0.001 
vs. vector group. GAS6‑AS1, GAS6 antisense RNA 1; ccRCC, clear cell renal cell carcinoma; PCNA, proliferating cell nuclear antigen; HK2, hexokinase‑2. 
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of CCK‑8 and colony formation assays showed that compared 
with the si‑NC group, the viability and proliferation of 
OSRC‑2 and SW839 cells were reduced in the si‑GAS6‑AS1 
groups (Fig. 2B and C). Furthermore, the results of Transwell 
analysis revealed that the invasive capacity of OSRC‑2 and 
SW839 cells transfected with si‑GAS6‑AS1 was significantly 
decreased compared with that of si‑NC‑transfected cells 
(Fig. 2D). Compared with the control group, the glucose 
consumption, lactate production and ATP production of 
OSRC‑2 and SW839 cells transfected with si‑GAS6‑AS1 were 
significantly decreased (Fig. 2E). In addition, western blotting 
revealed that si‑GAS6‑AS1 significantly decreased the expres‑
sion of PCNA, MMP‑2 and HK2 in OSRC‑2 and SW839 cells 
(Fig. 2F). These findings showed that si‑GAS6‑AS1 inhibited 
proliferation, invasion and glycolysis in ccRCC cells.

GAS6‑AS1 overexpression promotes the proliferation, inva‑
siveness and glycolysis of ccRCC cells. OSRC‑2 and SW839 
cells overexpressing GAS6‑AS1 were constructed, and the 
expression of GAS6‑AS1 was significantly upregulated in the 
GAS6‑AS1 group compared with the negative control vector 
group (Fig. 3A). The results of CCK‑8 analysis indicated that the 
overexpression of GAS6‑AS1 enhanced OSRC‑2 and SW839 
cell proliferation (Fig. 3B), and colony formation experiments 

revealed that GAS6‑AS1 overexpression increased the number 
of OSRC‑2 and SW839 cell clones (Fig. 3C). The results of the 
Transwell assay showed that the invasive ability of cells trans‑
fected with the GAS6‑AS1 expression plasmid was enhanced 
(Fig. 3D). In addition, the detection of glycolysis‑related indi‑
cators revealed that GAS6‑AS1 overexpression upregulated 
glucose consumption, lactic acid production and ATP produc‑
tion in OSRC‑2 and SW839 cells (Fig. 3E). Furthermore, 
western blotting demonstrated that the expression of PCNA, 
MMP‑2 and HK2 was increased in cells overexpressing 
GAS6‑AS1 (Fig. 3F). These results suggested that GAS6‑AS1 
may be involved in the development of ccRCC in an oncogenic 
manner. These findings showed that GAS6‑AS1 promoted 
proliferation, invasion and glycolysis in ccRCC cells.

GAS6‑AS1 regulates the AMPK/mTOR signaling pathway 
in ccRCC cells. The activation of AMPK can directly or 
indirectly suppress mTOR activity, inhibiting the phos‑
phorylation of downstream proteins, thus affecting cellular 
physiological and biochemical processes and inhibiting tumor 
growth (32). In the current study, the relationship between the 
AMPK/mTOR signaling pathway and GAS6‑AS1 in OSRC‑2 
and SW839 cells was determined by western blotting. The 
results showed that GAS6‑AS1 silencing increased AMPK 

Figure 4. GAS6‑AS1 promotes the proliferation, invasiveness and glycolysis of ccRCC via the AMPK/mTOR signaling pathway. (A) p‑AMPK/AMPK and 
p‑mTOR/mTOR ratios were measured by western blotting in OSRC‑2 and SW839 cells. (B) Ratio of p‑AMPK/AMPK and the protein levels of PCNA, 
MMP2 and HK2 were detected by western blotting in OSRC‑2 cells treated with compound C. (C) Ratio of p‑mTOR/mTOR and expression of PCNA, MMP2 
and HK2 were detected by western blotting in OSRC‑2 cells treated with MHY1485. **P<0.01 vs. ***P<0.001 vs. si‑NC group. GAS6‑AS1, GAS6 antisense 
RNA 1; ccRCC, clear cell renal cell carcinoma; AMPK, AMP‑activated protein kinase; PCNA, proliferating cell nuclear antigen; HK2, hexokinase‑2; si, small 
interfering (RNA); NC, negative control.

RETRACTED



GUO et al:  ROLE OF lncRNA GAS6‑AS1 IN CCRCC8

phosphorylation while decreasing mTOR phosphorylation in 
OSRC‑2 and SW839 cells (Fig. 4A). Moreover, the expres‑
sion of downstream proteins of the AMPK/mTOR signaling 
pathway (PCNA, MMP‑2 and HK2) was downregulated in 
OSRC‑2 and SW839 cells transfected with si‑GAS6‑AS1. 
However, an AMPK inhibitor (compound C) and mTOR 
inhibitor (mhy1485) reversed the effect of si‑GAS6‑AS1 on 
the expression of AMPK/mTOR pathway proteins in OSRC‑2 
and SW839 cells (Fig. 4B and C). The data demonstrated that 
GAS6‑AS1 promoted expression of PCNA, MMP‑2 and HK2 
by modulating AMPK/mTOR pathway.

GAS6‑AS1‑knockdown inhibits xenografted tumor growth 
in vivo. A xenograft tumor model was used to determine the 
effects of GAS6‑AS1 on tumor growth in vivo. The results 
showed that the volume and weight of tumors transfected with an 

sh‑GAS6‑AS1 expression plasmid were significantly reduced 
compared with those of the control group (Fig. 5A and B), and 
that the expression level of GAS6‑AS1 in tumor tissues was 
decreased in the sh‑GAS6‑AS1 group (Fig. 5C). Furthermore, 
western blotting demonstrated that the level of p‑AMPK was 
increased, and the levels of p‑mTOR, PCNA, MMP‑2 and 
HK2 were decreased in the sh‑GAS6‑AS1 group (Fig. 5D). 
The immunohistochemistry results were consistent with those 
of the western blot analyses (Fig. 5E). These results suggested 
that GAS6‑AS1‑knockdown significantly inhibited the tumor 
formation ability of ccRCC cells.

Discussion

ccRCC is one of the most common malignant tumors of 
the urinary system (33), for which targeted therapy may be 

Figure 5. GAS6‑AS1‑knockdown inhibits the growth of xenograft tumors in vivo. Subcutaneous tumorigenesis experiments in nude mice were conducted. 
OSRC‑2 cells transfected with sh‑NC or sh‑GAS6‑AS1 were subcutaneously inoculated into nude mice. Between 7 and 28 days, tumor size was measured 
every 7 days. (A) Tumor growth curve; n=6 mice per group. (B) Xenograft tumors were dissected and weighed. (C) GAS6‑AS1 expression in tumor tissues was 
determined by reverse transcription‑quantitative PCR. (D) Ratios of p‑AMPK/AMPK and p‑mTOR/mTOR and the protein levels of PCNA, MMP2 and HK2 
were detected by western blot in tumor tissues. (E) PCNA, MMP2 and hK2 expression were measured by immunohistochemistry. **P<0.01 and ***P<0.001 vs. 
the sh‑NC group. GAS6‑AS1, GAS6 antisense RNA 1; AMPK, AMP‑activated protein kinase; PCNA, proliferating cell nuclear antigen; HK2, hexokinase‑2; 
sh, short hairpin (RNA); NC, negative control.RETRACTED
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a promising new treatment option. Corresponding targeted 
drugs have been developed, such as sunitinib, acetinib, pazo‑
panib and the mTOR inhibitor everolimus (34,35). These 
compounds can effectively prolong the survival of patients 
with ccRCC. Therefore, it is necessary to further explore the 
mechanisms underlying development, in order to identify 
effective and reliable biomarkers and therapeutic targets for 
ccRCC.

In previous years, the biological functions of lncRNAs in 
the development of ccRCC have attracted increasing atten‑
tion (36). Xiao et al (13) found that a deficiency in lncRNA 
FILNC1 reduced apoptosis induced by energy deficit, and thus 
significantly promoted ccRCC progression. The underlying 
mechanism was to increase the glucose uptake of tumor cells 
and increase the production of lactic acid by upregulating 
c‑myc. Other studies have found that HOTAIR directly 
combines with protein Salvador homolog 1 to promote histone 
H3K27 methylation, resulting in the loss of its function, thus 
activating Hippo signaling and promoting the proliferation of 
ccRCC cells (37). 

GAS6‑AS1 is an antisense RNA downstream of Gas6. 
Han et al (38) found that the expression level of GAS6‑AS1 
in non‑small cell lung cancer (NSCLC) was significantly 
lower than that in adjacent‑normal tissues, indicating that the 
deletion of GAS6‑AS1 was an important reason for the occur‑
rence and development of NSCLC. However, Zhang et al (39) 
showed that GAS6‑AS1 was upregulated in gastric cancer 
tissues, promoting cellular proliferation and invasiveness 
by regulating the GAS6/AXL signaling pathway in vivo and 
in vitro. GAS6‑AS1 was also found to be upregulated in 
kidney renal papillary cell carcinoma compared with normal 
tissues, where it was positively correlated with patient prog‑
nosis (40). However, the correlation between GAS6‑AS1 and 
ccRCC has not been reported. In the present study, TCGA 
database was analyzed and the expression of GAS6‑AS1 in 
ccRCC tissues was found to be higher than in adjacent‑normal 
tissues, which was consistent with the results of RT‑qPCR. 
Furthermore, GAS6‑AS1 expression was negatively corre‑
lated with the prognosis of patients with ccRCC. Further 
studies showed that GAS6‑AS1 regulated the proliferation, 
invasiveness and glucose metabolism of ccRCC cells, and that 
GAS6‑AS1‑knockdown suppressed the growth of xenograft 
tumors. These results suggested that GAS6‑AS1 may act as an 
oncogene in ccRCC.

PCNA plays an important role in the repair of nuclear 
damage. The number of PCNA‑positive cells detected by 
monoclonal antibodies against PCNA has been used to predict 
the possibility of primary tumor recurrence and metas‑
tasis (41,42). MMPs are highly conserved zinc‑dependent 
endopeptidases, which can degrade the basement membrane 
and extracellular matrix components. The upregulation of 
MMP‑2 was found to increase tumor invasion and metas‑
tasis (43). HK2 is a key enzyme in glycolysis; the activation 
of mTORC1 upregulated the expression of HK2 protein, 
promoting glucose absorption and increasing the level of 
lactate secreted by cells (44). Hence, in the present study, the 
expression PCNA, MMP‑2 and HK2 was assessed to deter‑
mine the effects of GAS6‑AS1 on proliferation, invasiveness 
and glycolysis of ccRCC cells. The results demonstrated that 
si‑GAS6‑AS1 inhibited the expression of PCNA, MMP‑2 and 

HK2, while GAS6‑AS1 increased the expression of these 
proteins.

mTOR is an integral component of multiple signaling 
pathways. Activated AMPK regulates mTOR via two 
pathways, directly phosphorylating Raptor (the direct down‑
stream molecule of AMPK) to attenuate mTORC1 activity, 
and activating tuberous sclerosis complex 1/2 to inhibit 
mTORC1 activity (45,46). The inhibition of mTOR activity 
directly results in disordered glucose and protein synthesis, 
which subsequently affects the bioavailability of energy and 
nutrients (such as glucose) in cells, which eventually leads to 
the inhibition of tumor cell proliferation (47,48). Lung cancer 
associated lncRNA1 prevented the activation of AMPK, and 
then promoted glycolysis and restrained autophagy of lung 
cancer cells through the AMPK/mTOR/S6K axis, so as to 
promote the rapid proliferation of tumor cells and enhance 
tumorigenicity (49). miR‑138 inhibited the proliferation, 
invasiveness and migration of lung cancer cells, and reduced 
the level of mTOR phosphorylation by activating the AMPK 
signaling pathway (50). In the present study, the effect of 
GAS6‑AS1 on the AMPK/mTOR signaling pathway was 
assessed. The results indicated that si‑GAS6‑AS1 increased 
the level of p‑AMPK, reduced the level of p‑mTOR, and 
reduced the expression of PCNA, MMP‑2 and HK2. 
Moreover, a p‑AMPK inhibitor (compound C) and an p‑mTOR 
inhibitor (MHY1485) attenuated the effects of si‑GAS6‑AS1 
on the expression of PCNA, MMP‑2 and HK2. These find‑
ings demonstrated that GAS6‑AS1 may be involved in the 
progression of ccRCC by regulating AMPK/mTOR signaling 
pathway.

In conclusion, the results of the present study demonstrated 
that GAS6‑AS1 was highly expressed in ccRCC and negatively 
correlated with the prognosis of patients. GAS6‑AS1 influ‑
enced the proliferation, invasiveness and glycolysis of ccRCC 
cells by regulating the AMPK/mTOR signaling pathway, and 
GAS6‑AS1‑knockdown inhibited the growth of xenografted 
tumors. These findings suggest that GAS6‑AS1 functions as 
an oncogene in ccRCC and may act as a molecular marker for 
the diagnosis and targeted treatment of patients ccRCC.
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