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Following the publication of this paper, it was drawn to the
Editor’s attention by a concerned reader that, regarding the
colony formation assay data shown in Fig. 2E on p. 575. two of
the images after a rotation were found to be more similar than
expected. Upon performing an independent analysis of this
figure in the Editorial Office, it subsequently came to light that
three of the four colony formation assay images apparently
contained data in common, albeit with different rotations of
the images, and moreover, specific groupings of cells appeared
to be absent in certain zones of the images, suggesting that
these images may have been inappropriately edited.

Considering the results obtained from the analysis of this
figure, the Editor of Oncology Letters has decided that this
paper should be retracted from the Journal. The authors were
asked for an explanation to account for these concerns, but the
Editorial Office did not receive a reply. The Editor apologizes
to the readership for any inconvenience caused.
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