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Following the publication of the above article, a concerned 
reader drew to the Editor's attention that one set of the tumor 
data comparing between the ‘CD44+’ experiments in Fig. 4A 
and the ‘CON’ experiments in Fig. 4B on p. 428 had apparently 
been duplicated; moreover, several of the images of various of 
the mice shown in this figure looked more similar in appearance 
than might have been expected. Furthermore, upon performing 
an independent analysis of the data in this paper in the Editorial 
Office, it came to light that the data panel showing the results 
of the migratory assay experiment relating to the ‘KD’ group 
in Fig. 2B on p. 926 contained an internally duplicated area 
that would have been difficult to attribute to coincidence. 

The authors were asked for an explanation to account for 
these concerns, but the Editorial Office did not receive a reply. 
Therefore, the Editor of Oncology  Reports has decided that 
this paper should be retracted from the Journal on account of 
a lack of confidence in the presented data. The Editor 
apologizes to the readership for any inconvenience caused.
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